Proposed Basin Plan Amendment

California Department of Pesticide Regulation evaluates whether to register a pesticide product,
it must give special attention to the potential for environmental damage, including interference
with attainment of water quality standards. The California Department of Pesticide Regulation is
mandated to protect water quality from environmentally harmful pesticide materials—Fhe-Mates
Be%éee%ees whrch should include pesticides used such that their runoff Vrolates e%
------------------------- al-te=relate water quality standards

The Cahforma Degartment of Pesticide Regulation should also recogmze QGSthldeS used such
that their runoff poses a reasonable potential to violate water quality standards to be potentially
harmful and take preventive action to address foreseeable risks. The Water Board will assist the
California Department of Pesticide Regulation in identifying pesticides that could harm water
quality.

The California Department of Pesticide Regulation must endeavor to mitigate adverse effects of
pesticides that endanger the environment, such as existing or reasonably foreseeable pesticide-
related violations of water quality standards. If a pesticide product has a demonstrated serious
uncontrollable adverse effect, mitigation may include canceling its registration. Mitigation is
also warranted to avoid existing and reasonably foreseeable serious uncontrolled adverse effects.
The Water Board will notify the California Department of Pesticide Regulation whenever it
obtains information concerning actual or potential water quality standard violations so the
California Department of Pesticide Regulation can implement appropriate protective actions.

To be effective, this strategy relies on the California Department of Pesticide Regulation to use
its authorities in concert with the Water Board. Consistent with its authorities, the California
Department of Pesticide Regulation should implement the following actions:

e Work with the Water Board to identify pesticides applied in urban areas in such a manner
that runoff does or could cause or contribute to water quality standard violations;

e Condition registrations, as appropriate, to require registrants to provide information
necessary to determine the potential for their products to cause or contribute to water quality
standard violations and to implement actions necessary to prevent violations;

e Continue and enhance efforts to evaluate the potential for registered pesticide products to
cause or contribute to water quality standard violations (the California Department of
Pesticide Regulation need not wait for the Water Board to evaluate potential water quality
effects);

e Implement actions to eliminate pesticide-related water quality standard violations caused by
registered pesticides;

e Implement actions to prevent potential pesticide-related water quality standard violations
before they occur;

e Notify ke U.S. EPA
labels for products that threaten water quality;

¢ Continue and enhance education and outreach programs to encourage integrated pest
management and less toxic pest control (work with County Agricultural Commissioners,
urban runoff management agencies, and the University of California Statewide Integrated
Pest Management Program to coordinate activities);

e Continue and enhance efforts to prevent the introduction of new exotic pests to the Region;
and

e Complete studies to address critical data needs (see Adaptive Implementation, below).

of potential deficiencies in product
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Collaboration within the California Environmental Protection Agency

As sister agencies within the California Environmental Protection Agency, the Water Board
and the California Department of Pesticide Regulation should coordinate pesticide and water
quality regulation in the Region. In 1997, the California Department of Pesticide Regulation
and the State Water Resources Control Board entered into a management agency agreement.
The California Department of Pesticide Regulation agreed to ensure that compliance with
numeric and narrative water quality objectives is achieved. The State and Regional Water
Boards retained responsibility for interpreting compliance with narrative water quality
objectives. In light of the agreement, the Water Board and the California Department of
Pesticide Regulation should work together to eliminate recurrences of water quality standard
violations and prevent potential future violations. In consultation with the California
Department of Pesticide Regulation, the Water Board will implement the following actions:

e Gather and review available information to identify pesticides most likely to run off into
urban creeks and cause or contribute to water quality standard violations;

e Identify evaluation criteria that can be used to discern whether water quality standards
are met (e.g., water quality objectives, targets, monitoring benchmarks, or other criteria);

e Evaluate available information to determine whether water quality standards are met
and, if so, whether circumstances suggest that future violations are likely; and

e Notify the California Department of Pesticide Regulation and County Agricultural
Commissioners if water quality standard violations exist or are likely to exist in the
future due to pesticide discharges, thereby enabling these agencies to implement
appropriate actions and assisting them in ensuring that their regulatory programs
adequately protect water quality.

In consultation with the Water Board, the California Department of Pesticide Regulation
should implement the following actions:

e When available information is insufficient to conclude whether water quality standards
are met, work with the Water Board to identify information needed to evaluate the
potential for pesticide discharges to cause or contribute to water quality standard
violations;

¢ Obtain information necessary to determine whether water quality standards are or are
likely to be met from pesticide product registrants, the U.S. EPA Envirenmental
Preteetion-Ageney, and other sources (conservative [i.e., protective] assumptions may be
used to fill information gaps);

e [Evaluate whether water quality standards are likely to be met (e.g., consider pesticide
use, toxicity, application sites and techniques, runoff potential, and environmental
persistence; estimate foreseeable water and sediment pesticide concentrations; and
consider Water Board evaluation criteria);

e When pesticide discharges are or are likely to cause or contribute to water quality
standard violations, identify and evaluate possible corrective actions (using the Water
Board’s evaluation criteria) and implement those needed to ensure that water quality
standards will be met; and
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